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CONTROL OF DOGS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010 CALL FOR EVIDENCE 

SUBMISSION FROM: Claire Booth  

Around 3 years ago, my six year old son was brutally attacked by two English Bull Terriers 
whilst out walking with myself and friends in a quiet rural street in our local area. The small 
group, consisting of three adults and five children (one in a pram) were very quietly 
scouring the ground for chestnuts when from the nearby trees one English Bull Terrier dog 
ran straight to us, jumped up on my son knocking him straight to the ground. This dog was 
completely on top of my son and was dragging and rolling him about the ground. A second 
dog then ran in and was too dragging and rolling my son about. This all happened in a 
matter of seconds. I was frantically screaming and trying to pull my sons legs towards me. 
The owner of the dogs shouted out in the distance “don’t worry they won’t touch you”. A 
person who lived in a house on the street got one of the dogs off my son and I carried him 
to safety, whilst the other dog continued to jump up on me to continue its attack of my son. 
My son was left with his left ear lobe detached from his head, a large chunk of his top ear 
bitten off, bites to his elbow, hip and teeth marks embedded into his skull. He also had 
grazes all over his body from being dragged about the ground. My son has been left 
disfigured and will face a further three operations in the near future to correct his ear, in 
addition to the emergency surgery he had on the day of the attack. He also has a huge fear 
of dogs which he never had before and has attended a children’s psychologist. I was 
diagnosed with having Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, and had to attend Cognitive 
Behaviour Therapy, as well as several visits to GP’s and counsellors. The NHS has 
provided all of these treatments and this is causing unnecessary strain on the NHS. 

The owner of the dog handed the dog over to the police, due to it being white in colour and 
covered in my son’s blood. The other dog was not restrained, as apparently the evidence 
was not sufficient to detain it. A control order was placed on this dog. The order stated that 
the owner must attend behavioural classes with the dog, the dog must be muzzled at all 
times and on a lead when outside, it was not allowed to be out in public in our town and the 
dog warden was to carry out checks on the dog at home to see if the control order was 
being followed. The dog owner moved house without informing the dog warden so therefore 
none of these checks were carried out. That dog is now living in another area with residents 
oblivious to the fact it was involved in a brutal attack on a child. With the “one free bite rule” 
who actually knows if this, was the first time the dog attacked? 

I feel that the control notice is worthless due to the lack of dog wardens to issue them and, 
most importantly follow them up. The dog owner I feel should be faced with a fine or 
sentence by failing to obey the notice given to him as part of his punishment. This owner is 
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completely irresponsible due to not following the order through and therefore should not 
have dogs.  

We are now very aware of dogs when out as a family, and while we try to lead by example 
for our son, we regularly see irresponsible dog owners who have little regard for people with 
fear of dogs, and treat public parks and our local football parks as a dog exercise area and 
toilet area.  Large dogs running off the lead for our son are understandably affecting his 
ability to enjoy his love of football at the local parks, and any attempt to reason with owners 
is normally met with aggressiveness or total disregard for our feelings. 

I feel in order to make owners more responsible for their dogs’ the following 
recommendations should be considered: 

• More dog wardens employed in all local authorities, at present Renfrewshire has
two-dog warden to cover a large area. This is not effective.

• All dog owners to pay a licence to have dogs. The cost of this could cover the cost of
having more dog wardens.

• All dogs to be kept on a lead in public places in Scotland. Local authority to have
Dog Run Parks for dogs to be allowed off the lead but these must be fenced in and
secure.

• The Scottish Government has made it law that dogs must be chipped, any control
notices imposed on a dog should be included on this chip at the time of issue.

• Stricter controls on obtaining dogs of a certain breeds. Owners must be vetted in
order to obtain dogs like English Bull Terriers, Akita’s. Staffordshire Bull Terriers,
Pitbulls etc.

• Dog Walking businesses need to have checks and be licensed to operate. Stricter
controls must be put on these businesses as one walker walking six dogs is not
responsible and the walker struggles to pick up mess, which is also a huge problem
in Scotland.

• Dogs who bite or attack to be destroyed and the owner to pay for the damages
caused immediately to the NHS and to the victim.

I am putting my faith into MSP’s to make a difference for the children and adults who have 
been attacked, and also to a make a difference to the responsible dog owners who also 
want irresponsible dog owners to be educated in there and their dogs actions and the 
repercussions it can cause. 




